
 

Sermon Series:  UNSELF: A Season of Surrender 

Sermon Title:  Different King | Different Kingdom | Different Rules 

Sermon Text:  Luke 19:28-40 

  

Small Group Reminders: Northway is observing Lent together. Be sure to download the Lent Guide Booklet from NWC.FYI 
This Weeks Fast Recommendation: Sleep (See guide booklet for instructions.) 

Be sure to review other announcements and links @ NWC.FYI 

FAMILIES: Don’t Miss the Good Friday Family Game Night! Get registered right away and tell your unchurched friends! 

Pre-Discussion Questions: 

When you met last week, you should have shared with your group at least one action step you would take. How did you do? 

Icebreaker Questions: 

• Can you think of some paradoxical statements/ideas from Scripture? (ex. We are both saints and sinners; Jesus says, “Come and 
live,” but also, “Come and die.”) 

Read this week’s Sermon in a Sentence: We follow the humble, servant King into his Upside Down Kingdom, laying down our cloak 
(out life) at his feet, and following his radical, royal law of love. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. REVIEW: If needed, briefly run through the summary of Sunday’s message. (See other side.) 
1. What did God teach you through the message this weekend? Any personal insights coming out of Sunday's message? 

2. DISCUSS  
1. Consider the two processionals of Pilate vs. Jesus. (Had you ever even heard about that?!) Discuss the many ways Jesus’ 

Kingdom vision is different than that of prevailing powers and philosophies in our world. Make a list of as many as you can 
think of.  

2. Rodney suggested that the way the crowd laid their cloaks before Jesus on the road before Jesus is a metaphor for how we 
might lay down what is valuable to us - even our very lives. What things come to mind for you? What do we really need to 
lay before him? 

3. Thumb through the Gospels. List other ways that Jesus was demonstrating and teaching about his Upside Down Kingdom. 
How would you apply each of those to your own life?  

3. PRACTICE: 
• Keep it simple. What one area of your life will you lay down this week? Pray for one another! 
• We’re in our final week of Lent. We’ve suggested Sleep as the thing to give up for the week. Not all sleep, of course. But 

getting up an extra hour early or going to be an hour later to spend time in prayer. 
• The real purpose for it this week is to reflect deeply on the events that happened in the life of Christ leading to the 

crucifixion. “That we might know him in the power of his resurrection AND the fellowship of his suffering.” 

Application/Reflection 

• Write down the sermon in a sentence.  
• Write down and share with the group at least one action step you’ll take this week, especially as it relates to following the 

example of Jesus to be a servant. 
• Write down one person’s name from your group (Make sure each person has at least one person, not in the same household), 

and one thing you could pray for and be intentional throughout the week to pray for them.  



Unself: Different King | Different Kingdom | Different Rules 
We follow the humble, servant King into his Upside Down Kingdom,  

laying down our cloak (out life) at his feet, and following his radical, royal law of love. 

• Two Processionals 
• Pontius Pilate parades in from one side of the city with a garrison of centurions and cavalry. It is meant to impress and 

intimidate, squelching any thoughts of rebellion during the Passover, which celebrated the liberation of the Jewish people 
from another oppressive empire, the Egyptians. 

• On the other side of the city, Jesus rides in on a donkey, a symbol of humility and peace. 
• His entry is a fulfillment of the Messianic prophecy in Zechariah 9. Jesus himself even references the prophecy, 

signaling to his listeners that He is, in fact, the awaited Messiah. 
• Some have called the scene “political street theatre” where Jesus is demonstrating an alternative reality. 

• Two processions: One an extraordinary demonstration of military might. The other an extraordinary demonstration of 
humility and servanthood. 

• The Triumphal Entry 
• As he was going along, the people laid their cloaks on the ground before him, a symbolic gesture of paying homage to 

royalty. 
• Perhaps the gesture is a metaphor for us, where we too lay our own lives at the feet of Jesus, surrendering, 

“unselfing” as we acknowledge his lordship over our lives. 
• What caused the people to rejoice in such celebration? All the miracles he has performed have led to this climactic 

moment. At this point, His followers view these signs and wonders as evidence that Jesus is the Messiah, the promised 
King, anointed by God to be the deliverer. 

• HOSANNA! Two simultaneous meanings: 
• It is both a cry for help and an acknowledgement and praise to the King. 

1. The underlying Aramaic and Hebrew expressions meant “O Lord, save us.” 
• it was also an important phrase during the week of Passover as the Jews reflected on the way God did come 

and delivered them from the Egyptians. Hosanna! Lord, save us! 
2. A reference to Psalm 118, these verses had become by this time a familiar liturgical expression of praise, on 

the order of “Hail to the king.” 
• The religious elite, the Pharisees, were appalled by the scene and demanded that Jesus put an end to it. 

• Jesus replies, “If they kept quiet, the stones along the road would burst into cheers!” 
• There is something about everyone of us, even in all of creation, that is designed to shout Hosanna - Hail to the 

King. To give all of our attention and allegiance and affection to the one who comes to save. The one who delivers. 

• An Upside Down Kingdom 
• On this day, the Servant King rides in on a young donkey. There can be no doubt: Jesus is making a statement. He’s 

saying, “I’m a different kind of King come to rule a different kind of Kingdom. As such, I’ll be leading a different kind of 
revolution, with different kind of Kingdom citizens.”  

• The vision of Jesus’ Kingdom brings liberation and freedom from oppression, but not the way the Jews were expecting.  
• Different King | Different Kingdom | Different Rules 

• Jesus says that the Kingdom is available to anyone and everyone. Not just the elite. Not just the ones that are 
cleaned up and whole. In fact, His Kingdom is especially for the poor in spirit, the broken, the battered, the 
rejected. 

• He challenges us to “Unself”: “If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my 
sake, you will save it.” 

• Different rules: “You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I say to you: Love 
your enemies, do what is good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” 

• “Whoever wants to become great among you will be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you will be a 
slave to all.” 

• “For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
• Paul reminds us: 

• “God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things 
of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty.” 

• God says: “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” 

A Prayer: “Today we lay down our cloak, our coats and jackets,  
we lay down our best before you, our very lives, and we honor you as King and Lord. HOSANNA!” 




